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The background to the making of this
film by Willy van der Linden
and our contribution to it

From the Chairman
Paul’s Ponderings
June and I were the only club members to attend
BIAFF this year. The hotel was OK, the food first
class and the films? Well, as they say, “Beauty is in
the eye of the beholder”, but what was enjoyed by a
full house was all the young people’s movies which
showed great skill and imagination.
The Club has had a very busy 3 months. March saw
a show-reel from Mercury Movie Makers. In April we were involved with
the SERIAC Film Festival where Joy and Ron Prosser prepared all the
lovely food. The Albany Competition which was won again this year by
Chichester Film & Video Makers. Work is about to start on our film for
next year the theme being Elephant in the Room.
Members of the club have been filming two separate old people in their
90’s at the request of their families. These take a lot of time with up to a
day to film and in one case 3 days plus the time spent to edit the whole
film together. The Club has had two very nice donations which will help
the club funds.
Also in April we held a members film critique evening where subjects
such as sound, lighting ,exposure and editing were all discussed.
Rod gave us “An evening with Napoleon”, a selection of music and film
from a 1920 five hour silent film which has just been re shown in London.
In May our old friend from Belgium Willy van der Linden was scheduled
to visit us to show a selection of his films including “Hop around the
Weald” but was sadly too ill to travel. So we were sent the films and a
recorded introduction where he thanked all the members that had
helped him make it while in England.
In May I splashed out and bought another camera. No not a Drone but a
hand held “Dji Osmo” with 4 axis stabilisation which allows you to walk
and even run whilst filming. I have produced some great pictures, but it
is definitely not point and shoot, as it takes quite a long time to set up
when you use it each time. Am I happy with it? Yes. Would I buy another? No. Or maybe it’s just me. Go to YouTube and type in “Dji Osmo”
and see for yourself.
June saw our Non Fiction competition with a good number of entries.
I must now thank Barry and Brenda who, for the last six years, have
hosted our annual BBQ. What a fantastic job they have done and this
year was no exception. The weather was wonderful for what will be
their last time and nineteen of us had a great time! Many many thank to
you both for all the hard work you put in on our behalf.

Paul Bailey
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From the Editor
Our club was contacted last year, via our website, by a local man whose Mother was approaching her 100th birthday. He asked if we
would undertake to film an interview with her as
she reminisced about her life.
So four of us, Ron Prosser, Rod Willerton, Paul
Bailey and me went to the house where the old
lady lived, armed with all the kit needed to perform a multi camera shoot. We used 3 cameras,
one on each of the subject and the interviewer
in head & shoulders / close up and the third an
oblique view of the subject. This camera had to
in the hallway due to the room layout which was very cramped! We used
lapel radio mics on the subject and the interviewer and put as much lighting into the room as we could given the available space.
The family provided us with lots of supporting photographs and cine film
to break up the finished film. This was expertly compiled by Ron and the
family were delighted with the result and gave us a generous donation to
club funds.
Earlier this year we had another approach to do the same thing for another family, this time a 98 year old man. So the four of us set off again with
all the same kit, batteries charged and ready to go!
This time there was a very large room to work in so we decided to do a 4
camera shoot. Two as before on the subject and interviewer, one as a
wide angle two shot and the fourth as a roaming camera. This set up
worked really well as this time as there was very little supporting material
to insert, we needed a variety of camera angles to make the film flow.
This time the subject had plenty to say and the resulting edit produced a
film of some 80 minutes! Again the family were delighted with the result
and gave us a generous donation.
Now I know this publication goes beyond just our members, so if anyone
out there has an elderly relative that has a tale to tell we would be happy
to record this for prosperity. Get in touch on our website or use the email
address on the back of this publication

David Fenn
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As we recently enjoyed an evening of films from Belgium, our old friend
Willy has submitted the following article. Ed.

I hopped around The Weald - with my camera
The Weald, also called 'The Garden of England, is an area of outstanding
beauty in the South East of England. I have always been in love with its
countryside. With its rolling hills with meadows and orchards, its pretty
villages with half timbered houses and pubs and oasts, its historic houses
and castles,... Actually it is not so far from Haywards Heath. And it's not
so far from my home either: 275 kilometres to Calais and about 60
kilometres from Dover to Tenterden. All together about 170 miles.
Foreign teacher of English
I discovered the area when I was a foreign teacher of English. That was in
the seventies and eighties. My students stayed with host families in
villages near Royal Tunbridge Wells. I made trips with them. In the
morning I picked them up at the railway station and in the evening they
stayed with their hosts to improve their English. As a teacher I have
always tried to stimulate communication. My students loved it. They
became very enthusiastic. Some of them have even become real
Anglophiles.
Brian Higbee
But one day I met Brian Higbee,
folksinger and artist. I had bought two
miniature etchings made by him when I
was on a school trip to London. His
works of art were on display in All
Hallows-by-the-Tower of London. Once
his father was the verger of this
church. I was fascinated by Brian's
miniature etchings.
Some months later Brian knew that
I was in Cranbrook together with
my students. Therefore he visited
me one evening at the Swattenden
Sports Centre in the heart of the
Weald and he took me to his house
in Boughton Monchelsea. It is about 7 miles south of Maidstone.
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I was impressed by the
village church of Boughton
Monchelsea.
A
very
peaceful place. You can sit
on a bench there enjoying
the breathtaking view on
the Weald with in its
foreground grazing deer. A
scene in almost complete
silence. Sitting on that
bench... That's what we did
at twilight that early evening. The air was still andhe serenity was
supreme. Rabits were playing in the churchyard. It was an idyllic
moment. “Maybe we will become friends for life”, Brian said.
In the introduction of my film
“Hop around the Weald” you can
see my narrator Dave Comley
sitting on that bench in Boughton
Monchelsea. The ideal start for
the film I thought. I tried to create
the same atmosphere: grazing
deer in the distance. The sounds
of birds mixed with a light breeze.
A song for the film
Now, 40 years after our first
encounter, Brian and I are still
very close friends. We meet at
least once a year. You can see
Brian in my film “Hop around the
Weald”, too. He is singing a
song that he composed for my
documentary. He is also making
a miniature etching of Marden
Church. Actually it is thanks to
Brian that I know the Weald so well.
Tenterden, Biddenden, Goudhurst, Sissinghurst...
In the course of all those years my wife Vera and I stayed in numerous
places in the Garden of England. Tenterden, called “The Jewel of the
Weald” became our favourite starting point for daytrips. It is a lovely
busy market town with shops, restaurants and pubs. We usually hire
“Quince Cottage” in the High Street or we stay in a B&B.
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We also know Susan Morris
from Biddenden very well.
Her B&B is called Tudor
Cottage.
In “Hop around the Weald”
she tells things about her
lovely house.
In Goudhurst, which is a hill
top village, we often have a
drink in “The Star and Eagle”,
a half timbered cosy pub near
the church.
Most Kentish
villages with a name ending in den or hurst can be seen in “Hop around
the Weald”.
Sentimental Journey
At the end of last century I already made a movie about the Kentish
Countryside. The title was “Sentimental Journey”. A balloon flew over
the Garden of England as a link to the different “chapters” in my
documentary. I filmed
all the lovely villages.
But
also
historical
buildings like Leeds
Castle, “the loveliest
castle in the world”
and
Hever
Castle
where Henry VIII met
his second wife Ann
Boleyn or Chartwell,
the family home of Sir
Winston Churchill.
“Sentimental Journey” was my very first BIAFF-movie and it received a
gold seal award at Buxton. However, it was in Dutch and it had no
subtitles. “Hopefully next time you will make a subtitled film”, the judges
told me. That was the start of my BIAFF-period which spanned over two
decades. But now I wanted to make a similar documentary and in
English. This one must be better than “Sentimental Journey” I thought
because now I know the area even better and I have more experience.
Haywards Heath Movie Makers
The first thing I did was writing a message to the most experienced
filmmaker in the South East, Ron Prosser. Of course I needed friends to
help me with lighting and sound recording.
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Forming my own Belgian team would have been an option, but a very
expensive one. I am not a poor church mouse, but it would have been
very difficult to offer my Belgian friends accommodation in beautiful
Kent each time when crossing the Channel. I already knew Ron very
well. I had met him at BIAFF several times. And do not forget: In 2009
I visited the Haywards Heath Movie Makers together with 15 members
of my own club, Film and Video Club Focus Willebroek. Two years
later your club, the HHMM, paid a return visit to Belgium.
Marc Remembers Sarah
Actually I already experienced that Ron is an expert in lighting and
that he has a fantastic friend called David Fenn to do the sound
recording. Together with Rod Willerton, they helped me in 2012 when
doing camera work for my film “Marc Remembers Sarah”, a
documentary about the Kentish village church of Tudeley. It has 12
stained glass windows designed by the world famous artist Marc
Chagall. Both Ron and David told me they would love to do the lighting
and sound recording again. I was over the moon when hearing this.

To be continued

Photographs in this issue by
Single frames taken from Willy’s
films
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Programme Reminder
Jul 4
Jul 18

SERIAC show-reel
Club outing to i360 in Brighton

Sep 12
Sep 26

Guest speaker—Johnathan Wilde
Fiction & Novice Competitions

Refreshment Rota
Jul 4
Sep 12
Sep 26

Allan Tyler & Graham Quantrill
Tony Pethers & Mike Prince
June Bailey & Derek Wright

Remember!
If you are unable to attend on your night, please
change with someone else and update the sheet on the notice board

Please do a stock take at the end of your night and tell Liz if
any items require to be replenished

Next Issue 0f Linking Shot
The next issue will be at the end of September 2017
Send contributions to linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk no later than
1st September please

Views expressed by members in the Linking Shot may
not be the views of the HHMM committee unless stated

