The

LINKING SHOT
Haywards Heath Movie Makers
Spring 2022

2022 AGM by Zoom again
but from April we will be back to physical meetings

David’s Deliberations
Towards the end of September last year, as Covid restric9ons started
to ease oﬀ, I took a risk and arranged a 10 day trip to the Canary Isles,
where we’ve been many 9mes. It was to take place the ﬁrst week of
February, but as Christmas came and Spain was again a “red” country,
we were crossing all our ﬁngers and luckily for us restric9ons had
eased by the laGer end of January. We s9ll had the nightmare of the
passenger locater forms in both direc9ons and LFT self-tes9ng on
return. This was relaxed the day aMer we returned! We did ﬁnd the
journeys quite stressful and put this down to the fact that we had not
travelled anywhere for more than two years and were simply out of
prac9ce. Once there, it was lovely to just have a break!
Three of us have been involved in judging an annual compe99on for
another club. Whenever one is asked to do this, I ﬁnd it quite
humbling to be judging the work of another fellow enthusiast. Also, at
the 9me of invita9on, nobody has any idea of how much work is
involved. This one turned out to be quite a marathon! There were 23
ﬁlms in 7 diﬀerent categories. They required us to comment on all
entries and select a winner and runner up from each category and also
awarding 2 other trophies! Luckily, none of the ﬁlms were too long and
the compe9ng club were happy with our choices and comments.
I’ve been geVng some really good results from my trail camera
recently. Although it requires 8 AA baGeries for it’s’ power, I managed
to get hold of a set of Lithium Ion rechargeable in AA housing. This
means I can leave the camera set up for about a month without the
worry of the baGeries running out. Where I’m situated, the wildlife is
mainly deer and foxes, but I have caught the back end of the
occasional Badger!
By the 9me you read this, we will have already had our live hook up
with Australia. Rod and I had a preliminary chat with Raymond Toms a
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couple of weeks prior to the actual session and I was struck by just
how easy it has become to communicate with anyone, even as far
away as you can get. It was as though he was just next door as there
was no 9me delay or break up of the picture. We are indeed lucky to
be living in such a technically advanced age!
That’s all for now.
David

Alan Early Competition 2022
Although the competition won’t be held until November, now may be the
time to start planning your entry. As always the competition is for a film of no
more than 5 minutes in duration, and made to a theme. This year’s theme is
“Vintage”.
Many of you will have something in your archive that will fit this almost
ubiquitous theme.
For those still looking for inspiration our August visit to Amberley museum
should provide further potential material for a 5 minute film.
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The Albany compe//on and the future
Preamble
In a bid to revive this long standing competition, a group of club
chairman eventually met on Zoom (after a lot of preliminary work had
been done) to discuss how this could be achieved. The main aim of
the changes is to increase the number of entries by expanding
the catchment area and relaxing the rules. This list represents the
major changes from the originalAlbany competition rules.
The competition has been expanded to include any amateur film
making club or group not just on the near borders of Sussex, but
anywhere in Surrey, Hampshire and Kent.
The competition will remain “themed” to make it unique.
The competiton has been been re-named “The Albany South East
Themed Competition”.
The competition will now be held bi-annually.
The screening of entries will be held at a venue within the boundaries
of East and West Sussex (this is unchanged).
The screening will take place on either a Saturday or Sunday in late
June or early July.
The entries will be pre-judged by a club that is not connected with the
competition or any of the participating clubs.
The entry must be the work of the competing club or an individual
member of that club.
Entries should whenever possible be made specifically for the
competition, however an entry can be used from a club archive
provided it has not been a previous Albany winner.
Movies may be entered into other competitions prior to the Albany.
Framed certificates will be issued instead of trophies for all the
existing awards.
David Fenn
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Raymond Toms' Zoom Talk (text and screenshots by Derek Wright)
Just over a week ago we had our Zoom mee9ng with Raymond Toms speaking
to us from Australia star9ng at 06:30 Wednesday 23 March, his 9me, while we
watched star9ng at 19:30 Tuesday 22 March, our 9me. The core of his talk was
a 15 minute video where he demonstrated all his gadgets for moving a camera
smoothly up, down, forward, back, leM and right. In most cases the demo
included brief video clips from the camera in use on the gadget. He started by
poin9ng out the limita9on of using (camera) zoom which is in eﬀect cropping a
picture to show a smaller part, assuming there is enough resolu9on remaining
when cropped. Then he quickly showed his various cameras, including iPhone,
GoPro, Bridge and ENG.
I set out to take screenshots for this ar9cle and realised the hopelessness of
trying to portray situa9ons where everything moves smoothly, as a series of
s9lls, within a text document intended for prin9ng on paper.

First up was a slider for laterally
moving the camera, by up to
one metre, either sideways or
fore and aM by cranking a small
hand wheel. Even turning a
handle smoothly needs some
care. Motorised versions are
available.

Next some handles to achieve
steadier control of a shoulder
mount ENG style camera with
the zoom and focus adjacent
to the grips.

5

Then there is a gimbal. This is easier to understand when it moves while the
camera stays upright, as seen below between left and right.

In the next shot, below left, it looks like Raymond is doing the housework but
this is a domestic Segway (self balancing two-wheeled vehicle) as shown
being ridden at centre and right. There was some movie taken by him whilst
riding this through his hallway but pretty meaningless for this text based
format. Note that the monitor needs to be low down near your feet so that it
is possible to navigate while shooting.
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We have all heard about Steadicam that takes
the weight around the hips and supports the
camera on a sprung and counterbalanced
assembly. What cannot be seen in the still is
that Raymond was occasionally running a few
steps on the spot without the camera moving at
all. The use of a Steadicam is another situation
where the monitor has to be low down so the
camera operator can see where they are
walking whilst also framing the shot.

Raymond has a relatively low cost 3
metre boom that allows continuous
shooting between floor level and the
high ceilings in his house.

We viewed the artefacts above the
picture rail and his cat walking under
the sideboard.

Lastly two drones, the larger
one is dual control allowing one
person to fly the drone while
another frames the shots.
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Programme for 2022 – 2023
Meetings will be held on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the Upper Room
Perrymount Methodist Church from 2pm - 4pm unless otherwise shown.
In view of the shorter time there will be no tea/coffee break.
If you need a drink please bring a flask with you (not alcohol).
Apr 26

Members films bring along something you’d like to share and see on the big screen

May 24

Guest speaker – Dr. Frank Gray Director, Screen Archive South East.

Jun 28

SERIAC showreel

Jul 26

Practical session with Merv bring your cameras along for a fun afternoon!

Wed Aug 17 Club outing to Amberley Chalk Pits Museum (Details TBA)
Sep 27

Showreel from another club

Oct 25

Open Competition. Maximum length 15 mins. Holiday, Non Fiction, Documentary etc. (All
entries will be submitted to external judges for “Best Film” “Best use of Sound” & “Best Editing”)

Nov 22

Alan Early* & 60 second Competitions. As usual these will be judged “in-house” with
results announced at the December meeting.

Dec 20**

“Christmas Clips & Nibbles”. Competition awards and a social afternoon with a festive
flavour

.

2023
Jan 24

AGM

Feb 28

Rod’s cinema from concept to completion – how it was done

Mar 28

TBA

*Theme “Vintage” – 5 minutes maximum screen time
** 3rd Tuesday of December

Next Issue

Views expressed by
members in the Linking
Shot may not be the views
of the HHMM committee
unless stated.

The next issue of Linking Shot will be at the end of June. Please send
contribu9ons to linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk no later than 15 June.
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