
TheTheTheTheTheTheTheThe        

LINKING SHOTLINKING SHOTLINKING SHOTLINKING SHOTLINKING SHOTLINKING SHOTLINKING SHOTLINKING SHOT        
Haywards Heath MovieMakersHaywards Heath MovieMakersHaywards Heath MovieMakersHaywards Heath MovieMakers    

    
Spring 2016Spring 2016Spring 2016Spring 2016    

Our Annual Awards 
 



From the Chairman 
Paul’s PonderingsPaul’s PonderingsPaul’s PonderingsPaul’s Ponderings    
 
Christmas has gone and as March arrives with some better weather and it gets 
a little bit warmer, there is hope that we can now get out and about with our 
cameras  again and start making some films. 
 
Having been ill since Christmas even to attack last years footage, I have also 
missed all the meeting so I must thank David for standing in for me. 
 
Well we had a great Christmas party at the Age Concern Hall in Haywards  
Heath which was a great success and our thanks go to Rod and Liz for making 
the hall feel cheery and Joy for supplying the food. 
 
At the start of March we held the Holiday competition with 10 good entries and 
one or two outstanding ones. Results will be announced at the Christmas party. 
Thank you to all who took  part, it made a great evening. 
 
After my meeting in September when we talked about Flying UAVs we took my 
Dji drone to a local farm where they were harvesting maize silage. The footage 
was turned into a film and put onto YouTube and has been viewed over 700 
times and the farmer loved having it on DVD. 
In October we went to Broadbridge Heath and managed to get some fantastic 
footage of the autumn tree colours. 
The trouble with a UAV is that they can fly into buildings and trees but the latest 
drone from Dji can now see and will stop before hitting a building and flies 
around trees that are in the way. 
A man on the TV forecasted that by 2030, 40% of today’s jobs will be done by 
robots. It’s all getting quite scary! 
 
Since I got better I am trying to transfer some of my mini DV tapes to an exter-
nal backup hard-drive because my new computer and edit program will not 
connect to my Sony HVR-A1E.  I load the tape into my old computer copy the 
film to my external hard drive and then take that and load it into my new com-
puter. This is a very long winded process. Like most of us I have about 60 mini 
DV tapes that I have never touched and it’s time to brush off the dust even 
though I expect some of it is total rubbish! Anybody got any ideas how I can 
sort this out this problem?. 
 

Please don’t forget the Albany at Chichester and SERIAC at Tonbridge in April  

Paul Bailey 
 

2 



3 

From the Editor 

 
As we start another year I feel I must put out a plea 
to all members who have not yet contributed to this 
your quarterly magazine. 
By the same token, I must thank the few who do con-
tribute, without whose efforts the following pages 
would remain blank! 
As Paul has said on the previous page, now is the time to get out and 
about again, so why not write me a short article on your next shooting ex-
perience and share this with the other members. 
 

David Fenn 

 

The Sound of Silents 
 

As many have said before me, silent films were never really silent. Irving 
Thalberg, the great American film producer, claimed, “There never was a 
silent film”. Director Alberto Cavalcanti, who worked for John Grierson’s 
GPO Film Unit, insisted that, “At no period in the history of films has it 
been customary to show them publicly without some sort of sound ac-
companiment.” In his book, The Parade’s Gone By, Kevin Brownlow enti-
tled a chapter, “The Silents Were Never Silent”. 
 
Today we’re fortunate in being able to attend silent film events with live 
musical accompaniment. Whether it’s just a pianist or a full symphony 
orchestra the experience is magical. Since the release of the film The Art-
ist in 2011 there’s been a resurgence in interest for these screenings. 
 
Liz and I were fortunate in being able to attend a recent performance of 
“Show People”, 1928, which was directed by King Vidor. This was a film 
that neither of us had seen before, but its Hollywood studio setting sound-
ed interesting. I’ve always loved films about film such as “Sunset Boule-
vard” and “A Star Is Born”. In fact two of my favourite films of all time are 
in this category, “Singin’ In The Rain” and “Cinema Paradiso”, so we took 
a chance and booked for “Show People”. We weren’t disappointed! 
 
MGM bought a story called Polly Preferred. “The play wasn’t even about 
Hollywood”, Vidor said, “It was about a girl going to New York to go on the 
stage. Instead of trying to adapt the play, we just started writing a whole 
new story.”  
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The story became a comedy about a young lady, from Georgia, who goes 
to Hollywood in the hopes of becoming an actress. 
 
William Randolph Hearst financed the production and Marion Davies, his 
protégée, was the star. Vidor began with the idea of basing the story on 
Gloria Swanson. Marion Davies would play the would-be dramatic actress 
cast in a slapstick comedy. The Swanson character would be on the 
verge of becoming a Countess when a custard pie would bring her back 
to her senses. 
 
Unfortunately Hearst refused to entertain the idea of Marion being hit with 
a custard pie so they compromised. She was to be squirted with a soda 
syphon but, through a little subterfuge, this became a water hose. Vidor 
had to get rid of Hearst from the set so they worked out a plot to have the 
newspaper call him away. When he was gone they got out a strong hose 
pipe and squirted Marion in the face with that instead of the pie. 
 
Show People is also a tribute to one of the great comedy producers, Mack 
Sennett. Sennett, who started Charlie Chaplin in pictures, as well as Glo-
ria Swanson, had moved from his original studio to a new base in Bur-
bank. Vidor grasped the opportunity to use the old Sennett studios for 
some scenes and cast members of the original Keystone Cops to be, well, 
the cops! 
 
“You can’t actually get people and teach them those kind of gags”, Vidor 
recalled. “They already know how to jump around and do all the things we 
wanted them to.” 
 
The celebrated and powerful Hearst columnist, Louella Parsons, appears 
in the film along with many stars from the era including Charlie Chaplin, 
John Gilbert, William S Hart and Douglas Fairbanks Sr. It has been said 
that to assemble that sort of line-up would have bankrupted the studio, 
but Hearst, Parsons and Marion Davies were in a position to ask just 
about anyone to come and be in the picture.  
 
If you enjoyed The Artist, I’m sure  you would love Show People, and I 
thoroughly recommend it to anyone. It’s one of those rare gems - a silent 
movie loved by people who don’t like silent movies! I must admit that Mari-
on Davies was a revelation to me with her excellent acting and comedic 
timing in this film. It’s also a comedy about Hollywood and we enjoyed the 
many scenes featuring the MGM studios and famous landmarks such as 
Hollywood Boulevard. 
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A silent film that has been restored is Abel Gance’s Napoleon. Made 
one year earlier than Show People, this 1927 epic masterpiece finally 
enters the digital era. In January the BFI announced that, together with 
film-historian Kevin Brownlow, the BFI National Archive had completed 
a new digitally restored version of this wonderful film. In the Autumn, 
for the first time ever, audiences across the UK will be able to experi-
ence Napoleon with Carl Davis’s magnificent score when the film goes 
on theatrical release. The film will also be available on BFI DVD and Blu
-ray as well as on BFI Player. 
 
Running at over 5.5 hours Napoleon has only been screened four times 
in the UK since the year 2000. The premier of the digital restoration will 
take place at the Royal Festival Hall on Sunday, 6 November starting at 
2.00pm. Once again film lovers and music lovers will be given the rare 
opportunity to experience one of the greatest achievements in cinema 
history. Carl Davis will be conducting his legendary 5.5 hour score 
played by the Philharmonia Orchestra. Don’t worry about the length of 
the film as there will be three intervals, including a 100-minute meal 
break. The last time the film was presented at the RFH, in 2013, it was a 
sell out so I would urge anyone interested to book their ticket now. 
 
See you there! 
 

Rod Willerton 
 

Caption Competition 
 

What is Roy saying to 
David as they set up for 
Studio Night? 
 
E-mail your suggestions 
to: 

 
linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annual Awards 
 
With a change of venue this year, the annual awards were presented after 
we had enjoyed a splendid Christmas buffet at the Age Concern Hall in 
Haywards Heath. 
  
The awards were presented as usual, by our President Roy Langley and 
are listed as follows - 
 
Fiction    Fabula Cup Just Another Love Story Neil O’Neil 
Runner up    Victim    Ron Prosser 
 
Non-Fiction    Verita Cup Nepal    David Smart 
Runner up    Seriously Amazing  Rod Willerton 
 
Holiday    Horton Cup Two Villages   Rod Willerton 
Runner up    Cape Town    Paul bailey 
 
 
Alan Early     Alan Early Cup The Black Stuff   Rod Willerton 
 
60 Second   Belgian Trophy A Prayer for Today  David Fenn 
 
Best use 
of Sound Sonus Cup  Victim    Ron Prosser 
 
  Novice Cup  Not Awarded 
 
  Editing Trophy Just Another Love Story Neil O’Neil 
 
  Presidents Cup Victim    Ron Prosser 
 
Commendations 
 
For Acting    Just Another Love Story Neil O’Neil 
For Best Script   Victim    Ron Prosser 
For Best use of Music  Victim    Ron Prosser 
For Best Camerawork  Victim    Ron Prosser 

 
Well done to all our winners! 
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Photographs in this issue by  
 
Rod Willerton 
 

 



Programme Reminder 
 
Sun Apr 3 Albany Competition at Chichester 
Sat Apr 9 SERIAC Film Festival 
Apr 12 Members Film Evening 
Apr 14-18 BIAFF weekend 
Apr 26 UNICA Show Reel 
May 10 Guest speaker Mark Jones 
May 24 Non Fiction Competition 
Jun 7  Memorable Movie Music Moments 
Jun 21 Annual BBQ at Brenda & Barry’s 

 

Refreshment Rota 

 
Apr 12 Tony Pethers & Mike Prince 
Apr 26 Brenda & Barry Mack 
May 10 David Fenn & Mervyn Huggett 
May 24 Roy Langley & Stephen Cropp 
June 7 June Bailey & Ron Prosser   
 
 
Remember! 
If you are unable to attend on your night, please change with someone 
else and update the sheet on the notice board 
 

Please do a stock take at the end of your night and tell Liz if 
any items require to be replenished 
 

Next Issue 0f Linking Shot 
 
The next issue will be at the end of June 2016 

Please send contributions to  linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk linkingshot@hotmail.co.uk no later 
than  1st June 
 
  

Views expressed by members in the Linking Shot may 
not be the views of the HHMM committee unless stated 


